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TRADE MINISTER REVEALS KEY TO EFFICIENT
TRADING

Information
and
Communications
Technology (ICT) is the solution to the
2 success of the nation’s trading woes.
According to the head of the Ministry of
Trade, Industry & Investment, Vasant
Bharath, “We need to concentrate on…
things that would impact on the lives of
citizens and I believe that ICT and
services sector are among those we must
4
concentrate on if we have to succeed.”
3

Speaking at the launch of the Strategy for T&T: Exploring
Opportunities in the Global IT Services Market, hosted by T&T
Coalition of Service Industries (TTCSI) at the Hyatt Trinidad
Regency, Minister Bharath said he found that one way to “fill the
gap” in the Single Electronic Window (SEW), would be to integrate
the systems of the various agencies as, “Each agency has its own
information technology system. For ICT to be effective, it requires
collaboration from all agencies.”
The Minister also stated his commitment to resolve at the earliest
time possible, “the issue we have with Customs & Excise.” Dubbing
our private sector as one of the best in the Western Hemisphere,
Mr. Bharath admitted that, “TT is not the easiest place in the world
to do business…“ and that, “…we must fix our system.“
He plans to achieve that by first meeting with all relevant
stakeholders to determine the important issues we need
addressed.
Source: T&T Guardian
T&T Newsday
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A CALL TO PORT
Australia, America, Canada, Singapore, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and Columbia are just a few of the countries
which have taken the decision to invest in their port
infrastructure. The realization that a modern,
efficient and logistically sound facility is necessary to
keep up with the times and to remain competitive
has caught many an Authority on the backfoot and
caused them to scramble into action.
Trinidad, it seems, requires more of a push. The
Downtown Owners and Merchants Association
(DOMA) is the latest to call for action. Via a press
release on Wednesday 27 June 2012, the Association
proposed that $40 million, (a fraction of what countries worldwide are spending),
could alleviate the current problems at the PPOS and save thousands of directly
related jobs.
According to DOMA, the country has lost the confidence and business of major
shipping lines and as such tarnished the international reputation of the island.
Taking advantage of the familiarization period of the new Minister of Trade,
Industry & Investment, Mr. Vasant Bharath, the Merchants’ Association hopes to
plead their case in an effort to end the period of economic loss due to port
inefficiency.
Source: T&T Express
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CUSTOMS REFORM SUB-COMMITTEE ON
BOARD
Our Customs Reform sub-committee is on stream!
In the works is the finalization of the anticipated SATT
Customs Reform Document.
Once completed, it will be circulated to the Membership
for feedback. Upon finalization, the document will be
presented to the Comptroller of Customs & Excise
Division.
We hope to affect change to benefit you, our members
and the industry at large.
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SATT MEMBERS ENGAGE IN Q&A SESSION
On Friday 22 June 2012, our members gathered to discuss
legislation pending before Parliament.
In a forum designed to facilitate change;
the Maritime Services Division, Senior
Williams, discussed pending shipping
possibly make the laws more relevant
shipping industry.

SATT members along with
Legal Advisor Mr. Brent
legislation and ways to
to today’s ever evolving

Participants were able to get an appreciation of the legislative and
drafting processes and constraints. Members were urged to
communicate their concerns to the Secretariat to allow for greater
lobby and advocacy.
We look forward to your invaluable input!

